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Donor Conception Network (DCN)

Application and Checklist for Researchers

	1. Title of Proposed Research Study

	     

	2. Background (What are the aims and objectives of the research? Include a brief description of the rationale for the study, what the main question to be answered is, what other projects/studies have been carried out in this area (if any) and how will your research add to any previous work) 

	     

	3. Timing of research

	Proposed start date      
	Estimated end date      

	4. Lead Researcher 

	Name:      
	Job Title:      

	Organisation:      

	Tel:      
	Email:      

	5. Obtaining ethics approval 

	Do you have or are you planning to obtain ethics approval for your research?    
	Yes        No      
If no, please tell us why?      

	6. Obtaining informed consent

	Will participants be clearly and fully informed of the purpose of the research?                                        
	Yes        No      

	If so, how? If not, why not?
	     

	How will you obtain explicit informed consent from your target group? (e.g. signed consent form)
	     


	7. Protecting participants from harm

	Does the research involve participants who are unable to give informed consent? (e.g. children)
	Yes        No      

	Where children are being interviewed on their own, do you have a current DBS
?  
	Yes        No       Not applicable       

If the answer is no, an appropriate adult should be present during the interview.

	N.B. Researchers should note if taking part in their study might cause stress or anxiety. A list of organisations offering support if necessary, should be provided to the participants.

	8. Maintaining confidentiality and anonymity

	Will information gathered be made anonymous or pseudonymous?         
	Yes        No      
If no, please describe.      

	What are the arrangements for protecting the confidentiality of information about the participants (Encrypted files, password protected computers, anonymised, shredding)?
	     

	How and where will the information held by the researchers be stored (locked cabinets, password protected files, encrypted recordings)?
	     

	Have the researcher(s) signed a confidentiality agreement with their organisation?   
	Yes        No      

	Will the data be used for any purposes other than the study?
	Yes        No      
If yes, please describe.      

	Once the project is completed, when and how will the original participant information, and any derived information not necessary for publication be destroyed? (i.e.  ensuring  compliance with the data protection legislation)

	     

	9. Equalities 

	How will you ensure that equalities and diversity principles (if applicable) are promoted throughout the research process?   

	     


	10. Publicising the findings

	How will you feedback findings to participants?

	     

	Are you intending to publish your findings?
	Yes        No      

	If yes, please send a copy of all publications or web link to the DCN. If no, please send a summary of your findings to the DCN. These will be available through our website.


	11. Please provide copies of the following documents (where appropriate) and any other accompanying information for DCN approval. Please tick all those that are relevant.

	Consent Form 
	     
	Outline of the research proposal
	     

	Questionnaires/Surveys 
	     
	Research Ethics Committee Approvals from other approving bodies 
	     

	Interview Questions
	     
	Researcher’s confidentiality agreement 
	     

	Topic list 
	     
	Previous research 
	     

	Participant Information Sheet 
	     
	Research timetable
	     

	DBS check
	     
	CV of lead researcher
	     

	Please provide any other relevant information and documents (specify below). 

	     


Once this checklist is completed please it send to research@dcnetwork.org before DCN members are approached to take part in your research study.
The DCN research group will review your completed checklist and let you know within 30 days if it is willing for the research to take place. 
� The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) helps prevent unsuitable people from working with vulnerable groups, including children. It replaces the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA).
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